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 Who came to the event   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillor Graham Latty, Lord Mayor of Leeds (Joint Chair) 
Councillor Pat Latty, Lady Mayoress  
Susan Hanley, Peoples Parliament (Joint Chair) 
 
Guest Speakers: 
Being Connected - Employment - Emily Moorhouse, from 
Outside the Box Cafe and Devon from Leeds City College. 
Being Well – Oliver Sutton 
Being Safe – Olivia Howson and Alan Hicks 
Being Connected – Social – Mark Clayforth, Elysia Randall, Ian 
Pickard and Peter Stanley. 
Being Connected – Transport – Chris Charlton and Bernadette 
 
Representatives from:  
Learning Disability Partnership Board  
Learning Disability People’s Parliament 
Tenfold - Voluntary Sector Forum 
Carers Reference Group 
Dept. Work and Pensions 
Connect in the North 
Aspire 
Advonet 
Change 
Through the Maze 
People in Action 
People Matters 
Leeds Clinical Commissioning Group – GPs, Commissioning, 
Leeds City Council – Elected Members, Adults and Health, 
Employment and Skills, Care Management,Transport 
Leeds Teaching Hospital Trust –  
NHS England 
West Yorkshire Police 
West Yorkshire Combined Authority (transport) 
Leeds City College 
Leeds and York Partnership NHS Foundation Trust - Learning 
Disability Service, Nurses, Health Facilitation Team 
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LASSN  
Leeds Autism Services 
Leeds Safeguarding Adults Board 
Lighthouse Family Trust 
Made in Leeds TV 
PGI Vision 

Reed in Partnership 
Slate 
 

 About the event  

  
The event was held to launch the new learning disability strategy, 
Being Me 2018-21. The strategy talks about what is important to 
people with learning disabilities. It asks everyone to help people 
with learning disabilities to have equal access to services and all 
the opportunities available in Leeds. Lots of people came, 
including some of the city’s key planners, decision makers and 
the media (television companies and the press). 
 
The Lord Mayor of Leeds, Councillor Graham Latty opened the 
meeting and said that it was great to see so many people had 
come to support the launch of the strategy. 
 
Guests were asked to listen to the speeches and think about 
what they could do to help. At the end of the meeting, pledge 
forms were handed out for people to say how they can help 
make things better. 
 
Janet thanked the Lord and Lady Mayor of Leeds and all the other 
Councillors for letting the Partnership Board and Peoples 
Parliament use the Council Chambers. 

  What is important to people with learning disabilities? 
 

 

 
The Being Me strategy has 5 main themes. Members of the 
Peoples Parliament and guest speakers talked about why the 
themes are so important. Some shared stories about things that 
had worked really well. Some gave examples of bad experiences 
or what people can do to make things better. Here are a few 
examples; 
  

 “Booths were very good at making the interview and 
induction accessible”. “Working in Booths means the world to 
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me”. “I’ve gained confidence, made new friends – and I’m 
saving up to buy my own house”. 
 

 “Employers need to make small adjustments around people’s 
needs to enable them to work, to earn money and gain 
independence”. 
 

 “Being trained on how to travel independently has given me 
so much more freedom. I can now visit friends and have a 
social life”. 

 

 “Being bullied made me feel very isolated”. A few people said 
they had been bullied. 

 
After each speech, the Chair asked people at the meeting if they 
had any ideas or could help. Lots of people said the speeches 
were really moving and made them want to help. Here is some of 
the feedback and offers of support: 
 
Being Connected - Employment 

 The West Yorkshire Police want to create employment / 
volunteering opportunities for people with learning disabilities 
and will contact the Partnership Board. 
 

 Dominic Slowie – NHS England was pleased to see that people 
had chosen employment as a priority. We know that working 
helps people live longer and happier. Dominic will try 
encourage more public and private sector organisations to 
support people into employment. 
 

 The Department of Work and Pensions said they are here to 
help people and would like to see a big joint employment 
event where everyone works together to help people find 
work. 
 

Being Well  

 Organisations providing sexual health services and advice 
need to make their information easier to understand. They 
should also flag their patient records so staff know some 
patients need reasonable adjustments.  
 

 Leeds CCGs are working with all GP and Health Care Services 
around reasonable adjustments, including easy read 

http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all/contraception
http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all-symbols-outside-the-box/work-outside-the-box
http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/people/working-well-v2
http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all/bullying-v2
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information. Not all computer systems are linked to each 
other so it is not easy to share information. 
 

 There is a campaign for the Secretary of State to make it a law 
that all doctors and hospital staff have learning disabilities and 
autism. There are training programmes but these are not for 
all staff. 
 

Being Safe 

 The West Yorkshire Police have an Independent Advisory 
Group (IAG), made up of local people.  The IAG acts as a 
‘critical friend’. Bev Adams offered to work with the Board and 
Peoples Parliament to take learning disability issues to the 
IAG.  
 

 The Police are making some of their information easier to 
read, especially around reporting hate crime. 
 

 7 of the Job Centres in Leeds have joined the Safe Places 
scheme. If people don’t feel safe, they can come into the Job 
Centres where trained staff will support them. 
 

 The Leeds Safe Places scheme are always looking for new 
organisations to join, especially those open at night. Anyone 
interested in joining the scheme can contact Carol Benson. 

 
Being Connected – Socialising 

 A family carer talked about how her daughter had been 
bullied at school and felt lonely. Now she has directed 
payments, she has a personal assistant who helps her and 
enables her to have a social life.  
  

Being Connected - Transport 

 People with learning disabilities need easy read bus 
timetables. 
 

 People in wheelchairs cannot read the bus timetables unless 
they are at wheelchair level. 
 

 Tuesday 3rd July – Journey Makers Event at Leeds Market. A 
few organisations are hosting workshops on planning a 
journey, using travel apps and tours of the bus station. This is 
part of ‘Catch a Bus’ week. There will be information stalls 
alongside the workshop in the market. 
 

http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all-symbols-outside-the-box/easy-read-outside-the-box
http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/people/no-friends
http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all-symbols-outside-the-box/speak-to-the-police-outside-the-box
http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all-symbols-outside-the-box/training-outside-the-box
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 When buses are cancelled late at night it worries people. Can 
bus companies display messages on the screens to explain 
what has happened? 

 

 West Yorkshire Passenger Transport meet 4 times a year to 
talk about travel for people with learning disabilities. They are 
looking at how to make travel more accessible for people. 
 

 Next steps and close of the event 

  
The Board will look at the pledges of support and see how the 
ideas can be taken forward.   
 

 Close of the meeting 
 
 

 
The Lord Mayor Councillor Latty congratulated everyone for 
holding such a great meeting. He was pleased to see so many 
professionals here who could help make some of the changes 
happen. 
 
After the meeting, some of the guest speakers were interviewed 
by the Made in Leeds tv film crew. The tv programme showed 
highlights of the meeting and other events throughout Leeds 
Learning Disability Week. 
                                

 Dates of next meetings 
 
 
 

 

 Tuesday 25th September – Hillside, Beeston 

 Tuesday 11th December – Hillside, Beeston 

 Tuesday 12th March 2019 – venue to be confirmed 
 

 

http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all/night
http://www.easyonthei.nhs.uk/all/date

